

RESOLUTION 2015-

RESOLUTION URGING AN EXTENSION OF FEMA SUPER STORM SANDY CLAIMS REVIEW DEADLINE

WHEREAS, Super Storm Sandy made landfall on October 29,2012 bringing massive destruction to the Jersey Shore and causing catastrophic damage throughout New Jersey and Monmouth County; and

WHEREAS, approximately 75,000 New Jersey residents suffered severe flood damage to their homes; and

WHEREAS, due to shortfalls in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) many residents were underpaid on their flood damage claims;

WHEREAS, due to this underpayment of claims and through no fault of their own many residents are unable to repair their houses and return home; and

WHEREAS, as a result of the initial failures in the NFIP claims process the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) permitted the re-opening and review of Sandy Claims until September 15, 2015; and

WHEREAS, confusion remains as to the claims process including concerns of duplications of benefits, and questions concerning substantial damage calculations, a majority of the eligible residents have still not re-opened their claims.

WHEREAS,  the failure to extend the September 15,2015 deadline would be a great injustice to the flood-affected residents of Monmouth County and to all New Jersey residents; and 

WHEREAS, in order to ensure that residents are paid the amounts they are legitimately owed on their Sandy flood claims;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Belmar Mayor and Council respectfully requests that FEMA extend the Sandy Claims Review deadline to December 15, 2015.

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council also requests FEMA to increase its outreach efforts and provide additional clarity on the lingering claims review process and questions to ensure that all claimants are adequately appraised of their rights to reopen their flood claims.
[bookmark: _GoBack]THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council also urges residents to call or reach out to our experts to be counseled on how to move forward on their FEMA applications. And that a copy of this resolution be sent to Monmouth County Legislative Delegation and the Federal Emergency Management Agency.



offered the above resolution and moved its adoption.
Seconded by and adopted by the following vote:
Council members:		AYES		NAYS		ABSTAIN	ABSENT
Ms. Keown-Blackburn               	            				  		
Mr. Magovern		 		
Mr. Brennan								      	 
Mrs. Nicolay		            		 	
Mayor Doherty                       							     					


Adopted:  
