RESOLUTION 2015-
RESOLUTION TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE

Whereas, our climate is rapidly changing, leaving New Jersey families and businesses vulnerable to the impacts of more frequent and severe storms. 
Whereas, the Belmar community is extremely vulnerable to sea-level rise and storm surges from increased and more intense storms due to a changing climate. 
Whereas, our community is deeply concerned about the adverse impacts of climate change, including sea- level rise.
Whereas, Hurricane Sandy alone was estimated to cost the state of New Jersey $36.8 billion and the Borough of Belmar $130 million.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whereas, the Borough of Belmar is dedicated to taking serious steps to reduce carbon pollution within our borders.
Whereas, the Governor and Legislature of New Jersey have a responsibility to address climate change in the Garden State by improving energy efficiency, addressing the cumulative impacts of concentrated industrialization, promoting adaption to climate change and sea-level rise, increasing our production of clean energy, and promoting renewable installations in brownfields and landfills.
Whereas, the families and businesses in Belmar are suffering from inaction in Trenton.
Whereas, immediate action is on climate is needed to prevent the loss of property and life and ensure continued economic success.
To be it resolved, that the Belmar commits to:
· Increasing renewable energy requirement, or renewable portfolio standard (“RPS”), to 80% by 2050
· Auditing city greenhouse gas emissions & set a strong goal for reducing emissions (80% by 2050) 
· Committing to purchasing 50% (or more) of the city’s energy from renewables
· Incentivize renewables purchases for city residents. 
· Incentivize solar by easing the permitting process
· Renewable purchases (i.e. put solar on city hall).
· A broad energy efficiency goal that prioritizes reducing building energy use by updating the building code for the municipality
· Working with local trades to create a job-training program around building retrofits and solar installation.
Which will address climate change, ensure continued economic security, improved public health and enhanced public safety.



