“GOD BLESS AMERICA”

REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 3, 2015
A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Belmar held on the above date at 6:00 PM at the Belmar Municipal Building, 601 Main Street.
PRESENT: 
Mayor Doherty, Councilman Brennan, Councilwoman Keown-Blackburn, Councilman Magovern, Councilwoman Nicolay, Borough Attorney Michael DuPont Esq., Business Administrator Colleen Connolly, and Borough Clerk April Claudio

The Borough Clerk stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to The Coast Star, the official newspaper of the Borough of Belmar, and the Asbury Park Press on May 19, 2015 notice of this meeting was prominently posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building and filed with the Clerk of the Borough of Belmar.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Our troops and their families 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION:

· Employee of the Month: Kathy Green
· Honoring Bobby Byrne

WORKSHOP DISCUSSION:

· Mayor Doherty stepped off the dais. Ms. Connolly discussed contract negotiations with two water utilities. She gave a background on the Borough’s history with NJ American Water and NJ Water Authority. Belmar is currently purchasing more water than needed due to a contractual agreement done in the 1990s. Those contracts are coming to an end. Met with DEP to discuss options. The contractual requirement for purchase will be reduced by 43%. This maximizes how much the Borough can draw through the ground on our wells. We would start pumping out of our own wells 6 months out of the year rather than 4. This would also save the Borough around $300,000 a year in the water utility. Will have contracts on for approval at the next meeting hopefully.
· Mayor Doherty rejoined the dais. He stated he has a resolution he would like to offer for discussion which was presented to him by resident Tom Burke. This resolution is in regards to Bond Ordinance 2015-22 and a way to address some concerns of residents and offer a compromise. The resolution would state the Mayor and Council would not go out to bid on any pavilions until a committee has reviewed both buildings and has made suggestions on how to build them. The committee would consist of the borough engineer, business administrator, one member of the council, one member of the planning board and two unaffiliated registered voters. 

· Mr. Burke stated he hopes this would appease everyone who is passionate about their particular views on this matter. He feels the committee could be able to make some recommendations that could save money. 

· Council member Nicolay asked if there would be a deadline for when this committee would come back with recommendations. 

· Mayor Doherty stated the resolution has a deadline of August 31, 2015.

· Mr. Burke stated he would think the committee would get together as soon as possible to start working. 

· Council member Magovern was concerned about what changes would be made to the pavilions because he feels the interior layouts of both of them are what is needed and shouldn’t be changed. He would like to be on the committee. 

· Mr. Burke stated he doesn’t think the intent is to redesign but to look at if there are ways to cut costs not increase costs by doing a redesign. He added the committee could come back stating there isn’t anything to be cut.

· Mayor Doherty broke down the costs of the bond ordinance. The grant for the streetscape project doesn’t cover the entire project. The FEMA, insurance and buy a board money covers the complete cost of Taylor Pavilion. No tax payer money will be used for Taylor Pavilion. The grant for the Lake Como project doesn’t cover the entire project but is close to it if the bids come in well.  He explained it is less costly for tax payers to put three projects in one bond. We did this after Hurricane Sandy with multiple clean up and rebuilding projects. It saves money in legal fees and the interest rate is lower with a larger dollar amount. He stated he doesn’t understand why anyone would have an issue with the bond ordinance when there will be no costs for Taylor Pavilion. Fighting this ordinance would just hurt those affected by the Lake Como pipe project. He spoke to DEP and they said if we don’t use the grant money this fall they will give the money to another town. Mr. Burke’s compromise would slow down the pavilions but would allow the Lake Como pipe to move forward.
· Mayor Doherty stated there is another resolution to add on the agenda to authorize executing an agreement regarding dredging of Shark River. Ms. Connolly stated the State will do the dredging in two phases, and this is for phase one, which is for dredging the state canal in Shark River. 
PETITIONS: Brendan Reed, 100 9th Avenue, submitted a petition urging the passage of ordinance 2015-22. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Council member Magovern made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2015 regular meeting, which was seconded by Mayor Doherty and approved by the following vote:
AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay, Brennan, and Doherty
REPORTS OF COUNCIL:

Council member Magovern: Harbor Commission met last night and discussed the success of the kayak storage stations. The Historical Society is having a program on June 9th, movies on Belmar. Historical Society will be selling tickets to their bootlegger’s ball at the Seafood Festival. Beach badge sales are up $82,500 from last year. 
Council member Keown-Blackburn: ADA Committee had their first mobility exchange last Thursday; they received great items such as crutches and wheelchairs that are hardly used. Meridian isn’t doing walking challenge this year but Recreation Director Ray Claudio was able to come up with pedometers to do our own challenge. Sign-ups will be this Tuesday at the boardwalk at 9 am. There will be a party at the end of the summer for all of the participants.

Council member Brennan: Congratulated all politicians who were in the primary election. Commended Tom Volker on being named Citizen of the Year. Shared a story from Memorial Day weekend where he found a man sleeping in his living room because he hadn’t locked his back door. Commended the police department for handling the situation very professionally. 

Council member Nicolay: Announced upcoming Arts Council events. Read DPW report. The DPW is installing new Belmar banners on the light poles purchased by the BBP. BBP looking into ways to improve parking. St. Rose Grammar School collected $550 for Meridian Health as part of Paint the Town Pink. Announced upcoming St. Rose Grammar School and Belmar Elementary School events. Congratulated Tom Burke.
Mayor Doherty: Everyone’s support of Governor Christie’s visit last Friday is great for Belmar. Mark Fitzgerald did a great job speaking at the event as a representative of Belmar residents. 

PUBLIC SESSION: Public Session on resolutions only on the Agenda. We will continue to have a Public Session at the end of this meeting.
Claire Deicke, 1017 14th Avenue, thanked the Mayor and Council for putting forth a resolution supporting senate bill 2940.

Brendan Reed, 100 Ninth Avenue, thanked the Mayor and Council for resolutions supporting the two bills and the climate change resolution.

Katrina Clapsis, 1304 B Street, asked about the change order for the water utility. Ms. Colleen stated it is a half million decrease in the project done by Metra. 

David Schneck, 302 C Street, questioned how senate bill 602 would actually work. He feels this is a really dumb law because it only addresses purchasing of tobacco and not using it. 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public session, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved unanimously.

Council member Magovern asked about the event at Strollo’s listed on the special events resolution. The Mayor and Council wanted more details so Mayor Doherty made a motion to remove this event from the resolution, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved unanimously.
Mayor Doherty made a motion to add the two resolutions discussed in the workshop portion of the meeting to the consent agenda, which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved unanimously. 

CONSENT AGENDA:
All matters listed in the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT:
Mayor Doherty offered the following resolutions for adoption:

2015-120

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILL

2015-121

RESOLUTION APPOINTING SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS FOR 2015
2015-122

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.4 ET SEQ. CHANGE ORDER NUMBER ONE FOR THE 2013 WATER UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS PHASE 

2015-123

RESOLUTION TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE
2015-124

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS
2015-125

Resolution Urging the Swift Passage of SENATE BILL 2940
2015-126

Resolution Urging the Swift Passage of SENATE BILL 602
2015-127

resolution to create a new Advisory Committee for the purpose of REVIEWING DESIGNS OF BEACHFRONT PAVILIONS 

2015-128

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT REGARDING THE STORAGE OF DEWATERING EQUIPMENT AND MATRIALS WITHIN THE BELMAR MARINA
2015-129

RESOLUTION PERMITTING SPECIAL EVENTS 
Seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Brennan, Nicolay, and Doherty

PAYMENT OF BILLS: certification that the vouchers listed on the warrant register numbering 63704 thru 63801 are as follows and comply with requirements of State Law and Borough Ordinance as to content and form, that proper and sufficient appropriations exist for the payment to be made and that there is legal authority as provided in N.J.S. 40A: 5-17(a)(1) for the payment to be made.
01 General Account


$838,936.43

05 General Capital Account

$16,368.12

11 Water/Sewer Account


$6,869.64

15 Water/Sewer Capital Account

$63,300.98

21 Beach Utility Account


$25,105.04

23 Parking Utility Fund


$908.00

55 Trust Fund Account


$3,268.50

61 Tourism Development Account
$7,350.00

62 Seafood Festival


$19,781.02

Total




$981,887.73
ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2015-22
Second Reading & Public Hearing:
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $11,650,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $4,268,350 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.

Public Hearing: Angela Pheiffer, 319 5th Avenue, asked about the deficit between the grant money and cost of the Lake Como project. Mayor Doherty clarified that it is an estimated cost. She asked if Lake Como and Spring Lake are chipping in on the cost if there is a deficit. Ms. Connolly stated she has agreements from both towns to contribute if there is a need.

Bruce Hessler, 1901 B Street, commended the Mayor for the compromise on this issue and commended Ms. Connolly and everyone else who worked to get the Lake Como grant.

Andrea Ganguzza, 110 14th Avenue, stated we should get a commitment from Lake Como and Spring Lake that they will contribute if there is a shortfall. She asked why the buy a board money can’t be used to cover any short fall for Lake Como and keep it separate from Taylor Pavilion instead of holding those residents hostage. Mayor Doherty stated the money can only be used for capital improvement projects on the beachfront. He stated they are not holding anyone hostage. She felt the Lake Como pipe should be separate from the pavilions. 

Jim Lang 301 19th Avenue, stated there are two petitions going around regarding this ordinance. One is opposing the ordinance and the other is for a revised ordinance which removes Taylor pavilion from it. He circulated the petition in his area. The concern from the residents in his area isn’t about whether or not to build Taylor Pavilion it’s about it being a contested subject that is open to too much debate and linking it to an issue that affects the homes at the south end of town. 

Mayor Doherty stated when Taylor Pavilion was voted down last year the concern from the residents was the cost; the cost has now been lowered. He doesn’t understand why anyone would risk putting this ordinance up for a referendum. He stated by them signing the petition they are putting their own project at risk. 

Council member Brennan stated he doesn’t understand why there would be any risk or opposition to a building that won’t cost any money. 

Council member Nicolay stated there are a lot of residents who don’t know all of the facts and don’t realize that we are doing this so there will be no cost to the tax payers. 
Peter Piro, North Blvd., asked how much we save by putting all three projects into one bond ordinance. 

Council member Brennan and Mayor Doherty stated we can’t give an exact amount until the money is bonded but there is a definite savings by bonding more money at once than the same amount of money split up separately.

Mr. Piro stated he is against having all of these projects in one ordinance and feels the Mayor and Council are putting them at risk. Mayor Doherty stated they are not putting anyone at risk.

Mark Fitzgerald, stated he does think the projects should be separate and he believes the Mayor won’t let us lose the grant. He stated when the pavilions were first fought the issue was that people wanted Lake Como done before the pavilions, which is now being done. He doesn’t understand why people are arguing over two free pavilions and a grant for Lake Como. Another opposition was they wanted the safety pavilion separate, which is now being done. Another opposition was they didn’t want Taylor Pavilion to be two stories, now it’s one. The other opposition was they wanted the pavilions done cheap; he asked how much cheaper zero is. He feels there are people that don’t understand the bond process which is why the residents elect a Mayor and Council to handle it. He felt the real issue is you either don’t want Taylor Pavilion or you do want it. He feels whether or not he agrees with the mayor both of these projects need to be done and we should get started. 

Tom Dilberger, 1000 River Road, handed out a piece of paper to the Mayor and Council regarding the Asbury Park pavilions. He said all of these stick pavilions along the coast are gone. He feels these pavilions if built will be gone too. 

Rich Seidel, 2010 Surf Avenue, stated everyone needs to take a step back and put things into perspective. We are getting $11.2 million coming to us at no cost to improve Belmar. This would allow us to have money available in the future to address other projects in other areas of town. He asked that everyone unite and stop fighting so we can move forward.

Claire Dee, 205 10th Avenue, stated she is in support of all three projects. It is their jobs as leaders of the community to help us rebuild in a fiscally smart way. She doesn’t want the Mayor and Council to be bullied by people who will always want to create conflict and wants the Mayor and Council to do the right thing to move Belmar forward.

David Schneck, 302 C Street, asked the Mayor and Council why they don’t compromise with the people circulating the petitions rather than Tom Burke. He stated the people want to know why it costs $4 million to build Taylor Pavilion.

Council member Brennan stated if we built the building back the way it was we would never get flood insurance and if another storm came we could lose it again. In order to get the money from FEMA we have to make it complaint with flood regulations which isn’t cheap. 

Mayor Doherty asked what the concern is about a building that cost zero dollars. Mr. Schneck stated his concern is that it will cost some money and we don’t have verifiable numbers to make an informed decision.

Mark Pheiffer, 319 5th Avenue, stated Taylor Pavilion is really important to town. It was a big part of his decision to buy a house in Belmar and it needs to be rebuilt.
Tom Fay, 400 River Avenue, stated he felt the Mayor’s letter on this project was political theater and unfair. He feels it’s unfair to hold the Lake Como people hostage with a building that is not important. He feels that saying these projects won’t cost the tax payers money is naive.

Joy DeSanctis, 101 Sixth Avenue, thanked Mayor Doherty for working with Governor Christie to secure the Lake Como grant. She would like Taylor Pavilion built but doesn’t want the ordinance to be bundled because of the controversy. She stated she spoke to DEP as well and didn’t get any impression that we could lose the grant.
Mike Seebeck, 110 2nd Avenue, echoed the sentiments on thanking all of the people who helped secure the grants. He doesn’t understand the controversy. He feels the people who are most affected by the bond ordinance are the ones with the petitions and are concerned. If the bond ordinances were separate there would be no problems. 
Gavin O’Day, 1903 Snyder Avenue, talked about all of the work residents have done in the south end of town to rebuild, all of the work the town has done to mitigate flooding and the importance of fixing the flooding issue. He asked the Governing Body to vote no on the ordinance so the Lake Como pipe isn’t tied up in the pavilion drama. 
Walter Murray, Fourth Avenue, stated he keeps hearing talk about Taylor Pavilion drama and controversy but doesn’t understand why people are having a problem with it, if it’s free. He asked what the drama and controversy is. 
Bill Strauss, Oakwood Road, asked how long we would have to pay back the bond. Mayor Doherty stated they would do short term notes of six to twelve months and then adjust according to the project status. He explained how we could get reimbursed by FEMA or DEP for the money spent on the projects which could take 6 to 12 months. Mr. Strauss stated the savings on the interest rate would only be over a year which would be so small so it doesn’t matter if they projects are unbundled. He stated he is in favor of the pavilion and the pipe but doesn’t trust the Mayor and doesn’t trust his numbers are accurate. 
Mayor Doherty asked Mr. Strauss if he would be in favor of two separate ordinances than why he wouldn’t be in favor of them in one. Mayor Doherty offered that if Taylor Pavilion bids come in higher than our estimate then we won’t build it. Mr. Strauss said he would be ok with that. 
Pat Wann, 119 18th Avenue, stated Epic’s proposal last year was to build Taylor Pavilion for $3 million. She is concerned about bundling the projects into one ordinance. She doesn’t believe that it will cost nothing. 

Mayor Doherty stated we can trust that FEMA will give us the money. 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Council member Magovern and approved unanimously.

Mayor Doherty made a motion to go into closed session, 2015-130, RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CLOSED MEETING, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved unanimously.
The Mayor and Council returned to the public meeting at 9:50 pm,
Mayor Doherty thanked Tom Burke and Bill Strauss for making an effort to compromise. The two compromises are the committee and to not exceed 4.1 million for total cost of construction for Taylor pavilion. He added he will sign Mr. Strauss’ recall petition if he doesn’t live up to that promise.
Council member Brennan stated it does come down to trust and feels everyone should trust the process and the experience we have already had with the cleanup and rebuilding of the boardwalk.

Council member Magovern stated all of the projects are important on their own merit and could stand on their own merit and hopes we will start construction on all in September. 

Mayor Doherty offered ordinance 2015-22 for adoption, which was seconded by Council member Keown-Blackburn and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay, Brennan, and Doherty

ORDINANCE 2015-23
Second Reading & Public Hearing:

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 10TH AVENUE PAVILION IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $2,000,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,900,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE THE COST THEREOF.
Public hearing: none

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved unanimously.

Mayor Doherty offered ordinance 2015-23 for adoption, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay, Brennan, and Doherty

PUBLIC SESSION: none
Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public session and adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved unanimously.
