“GOD BLESS AMERICA”

REGULAR MEETING

MAY 5, 2015
A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Belmar held on the above date at 6:00 PM at the Belmar Municipal Building, 601 Main Street.
PRESENT: 
Mayor Doherty, Councilman Brennan, Councilwoman Keown-Blackburn, Councilman Magovern, Councilwoman Nicolay, Borough Attorney Michael DuPont Esq., Business Administrator Colleen Connolly, and Borough Clerk April Claudio

The Borough Clerk stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to The Coast Star, the official newspaper of the Borough of Belmar, and the Asbury Park Press on December 29, 2014 notice of this meeting was prominently posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building and filed with the Clerk of the Borough of Belmar.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Our troops and their families 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 
· Honoring Michelle DeCarlo – DeCarlo Fitness

· Honoring Danny White

· Municipal Clerk’s Week

· Employee of the Month: John Sorgi, DPW
PUBLIC BID: Beach Sports Camp – Ed Albanese, wanted to bid if the bid terms were similar to the old lease they had. They only run the camp for one week and it doesn’t create much of a profit. The purpose of the camp is to offer kids something fun and gets some exercise. He did not offer the minimum bid of $500. Ms. Connolly will meet with him to discuss other options for them. No other bids were received.
WORKSHOP DISCUSSION:

· Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety

· Tom Burke, resident and member of the Pedestrian and Bicycle Committee
· There’s a resolution on the agenda to establish a complete streets policy which will allow the Borough to plan, design, and maintain safer streets. This also allows us to take advantage of funding options. Committee is still working on recommendations and a plan that will eventually be presented to the Mayor and Council. The Committee has met with the County about bicycle lanes on Ocean Avenue but have been told it cannot be done at this time. 
· Council member Keown-Blackburn stated they are looking at safety on Ocean Avenue, 16th Avenue and Route 35. 

PETITIONS: none
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Council member Magovern made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2015 regular meeting, which was seconded by Mayor Doherty and approved by the following vote:
AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay, and Doherty

ABSTAIN:
Brennan
2015 BUDGET HEARING:

· Robbin Kirk, CFO gave a PowerPoint presentation

· Public Hearing:
· Mayor Doherty and Ms. Kirk discussed there will most likely be an amendment to the budget later this year when more FEMA money comes in and more debt is paid down. 
· Mayor Doherty clarified that the state aid figure in the budget is not actually state aid, it’s actually an energy receipt tax. Verizon, JCP&L and Cablevision pay fees to be on the utility poles to the state and the state gives us a portion of that. 

· The Mayor and Council thanked Ms. Kirk for putting together a good budget and giving a clear concise presentation.

· Ms. Connolly stated we are in year five of no tax increase and recovering from hurricane sandy and Ms. Kirk has done a great job and is the best CFO in NJ.

· Claire Deicke, 1017 14th Avenue, asked if there are any avenues being explored to help pay down debt. Ms. Kirk stated we will be receiving additional insurance and FEMA money. Ms. Connolly stated she is learning that there are more grants becoming available for those towns affected by Hurricane Sandy.

· Tom Volker, 301 4th Avenue, asked when the paving on Ocean Avenue is done will there be an opportunity to add space between the boardwalk and the parking curbs for bicycles. Ms. Connolly stated the plan is to move the curb as close to the boardwalk as possible to keep the current length of the parking spaces. 
· David Schneck, 302 C Street, asked about the state aid the school budget gets. Mayor Doherty stated it would not appear in the Borough’s budget. He asked how the $4.5 million FEMA loan is shown in the budget. Ms. Kirk stated that the community disaster loan was in the 2013 budget and goes into surplus in future budgets. Mr. Schneck discussed how he feels the marina budget should be its own budget and not be included in the municipal budget because it’s hard to see a true profit and loss schedule. 
· Mary (Last name unknown) 1920 Margerum Ave, Lake Como, asked for clarification about the state aid money that was discussed earlier.
· Joy DeSanctis, 101 Sixth Avenue, asked for clarification on the library budget and why it’s so high. Mayor Doherty stated the State has mandated us to increase the library budget each year for the past few years but we have now reached the maximum and there will be no further increases. Ms. DeSanctis asked about insurance money that Ms. Kirk spoke of earlier. Ms. Kirk stated she was referring to municipal excess liability insurance which is part of the JIF. Ms. DeSanctis wanted to know how much insurance money was received already. Ms. Kirk did not have the information available at the time. Mayor Doherty suggested Ms. DeSanctis contact Ms. Connolly to get the information.
· Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved unanimously.
· Mayor Doherty made a motion to offer Resolution 2015-98, RESOLUTION ADOPTING 2015 BUDGET, for adoption, which was seconded by Council member Magovern and approved by the following vote:
AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Brennan, Nicolay, and Doherty
REPORTS OF COUNCIL:
Council member Magovern: Thanked the Belmar community for supporting him and his family after the passing of his wife Jane Magovern. Attended a seminar at Monmouth University on how to improve coastlines; talked about an oyster bed being created when the marina dredging is done. Congratulated resident Neal Sterling who was drafted by the Jacksonville Jaguars. Another sad note, Cam, his dog passed away. Cam was a dog purchased by the Borough 11 years ago to help with the geese over population at Silver Lake and was a dedicated employee who never missed a day of work. 
Council member Keown-Blackburn: Thanked all who donated at the Woman’s Club Blood Drive. They will be holding a fundraiser at Doolan’s soon. Library is having a Sinatra night. June 17th is annual luncheon and fashion show at the Library. June 25th is a bus trip to the Battleship NJ and Tall Ships Festival. This Saturday is an event and INFOAGE in Wall honoring WWII veterans. 

Council member Brennan: Community Garden at 15th Avenue is open for the season. Treasure Trail is in the process of being redone and reinstituted. Encouraged everyone to vote for Belmar on NJ’s Top Ten Beaches poll. Looking into possibly adopting an ordinance prohibiting bamboo similar to Lake Como. He visits New Orleans often to see his children and wanted to point out that it’s 10 years after Hurricane Katrina and there is still a lot of work to be done and that won’t ever be done. It helps keep us in perspective after Hurricane Sandy.

Council member Nicolay: Announced upcoming St. Rose Grammar school and Belmar Arts Council events. Read DPW report. Tomorrow night is the In the Pink event, part of the Paint the Town Pink imitative. NJ Transit will be providing no transfer rush hour trains beginning May 18th on weekdays. Thanked DPW, Mayor and Council, Ms. Connolly and everyone who has helped paint the town pink. May 24th there will be an event to break the Guinness World Record for longest pinky finger chain. 
Mayor Doherty: This year we auctioned off the summer taxi licenses which generated a revenue of $15,250 compared to the $3000 collected last year by not auctioning them.  Beach preparations have begun; will have cell phone charging stations this year along the boardwalk. Summer Camp is full at 80 kids which exceeded the minimum requirement we had set in place. Thanked Council member Nicolay for helping to get the summer camp started. This Thursday is a Home by Summer fundraiser at Beach Haus Brewery. The outpouring of support of Jane Magovern was remarkable. Mayor’s Ball is scheduled for June 5th at Pyanoe Plaza; proceeds will go to the St. Vincent DePaul Society. June 4th is the kid’s Mayor’s Ball. 

PUBLIC SESSION: Public Session on resolutions only on the Agenda. We will continue to have a Public Session at the end of this meeting.
Gene Creamer, Fourth Avenue, discussed the liquor license renewal for La Dolce Vita. His concern was that there is no handicap parking near the restaurant. He felt there is room in the back of the property to add handicap parking. He wanted that to be a condition of their license renewal. He also discussed the resolution entering into a natural resources settlement. He asked what the goal is of the Borough with this property. He also felt the resolution should not be on the consent agenda.

Mr. Creamer questioned the resolution regarding the natural resource damages settlement. Mayor Doherty stated the property will probably stay as it is. Mr. DuPont stated it doesn’t relieve any of the cleanup responsibilities but it protects the Borough from any lawsuits from property or business owners. Mr. Creamer would like to see the cleanup actively pursued.
Mike Seebeck, 110 Second Avenue, was concerned about language in two of the liquor license renewal resolutions regarding employees being required to take a seminar. He wanted to know if we are conducting these seminars, are we qualified to do so and should we be doing them. If it’s appropriate it should be in all three resolutions. He thought the TAM requirement in the resolutions is a good condition and should be in all three resolutions as well. 

David Schneck, 302 C Street, questioned item 8 in the resolution regarding closing the beachfront that references the beach being closed for special events. Mayor Doherty stated it has been in past resolutions. 

Brendan Reed, 100 Ninth Avenue, asked if making the NJ Transit station ADA accessible could be done through the complete streets program. Thanked the Mayor and Council for once again giving free beach access to first responders. His son is one and greatly appreciates it. He supports the opposing of the Six Flags solar project. 

Joy DeSanctis, 101 Sixth Avenue, asked about the resolution for the farmer’s market manager. She wanted to know if there was ever a manager before. Mayor Doherty stated it was always managed by the Chamber of Commerce which is now debunked. 
Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public session, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved unanimously.

Council member Magovern made a motion to remove the resolution opposing the Six Flags solar project from the consent agenda so it could be discussed, which was seconded by Mayor Doherty and approved unanimously.

Council member Magovern read the entire resolution. Council member Magovern offered the following resolution for adoption: 2015-99, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR MAYOR & COUNCIL TO OPPOSE THE SIX FLAGS SOLAR FARM PROJECT, which was seconded by Mayor Doherty and approved by the following vote:
AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay, and Doherty

NAYS:
Brennan
Council member Keown-Blackburn stated she would like them to explore alternative options. Council member Magovern stated not only will the trees be impacted but all of the animals as well. Council member Brennan stated he is a committed environmentalist and had some concerns originally but after further review he feels they have done everything they can to address environmental concerns. He felt it’s a difficult tradeoff but something has to be done to cut down on the use of fossil fuels. 
CONSENT AGENDA:
All matters listed in the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT:
Mayor Doherty offered the following resolutions for adoption:

2015-100

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS
2015-101

RESOLUTION AWARDING A LEASE AGREEMENT FOR THE MARINA BAIT SHOP
2015-102

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MONMOUTH COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
2015-103

RESOLUTION APPROVING BOROUGH OF BELMAR ENTERING INTO A NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGES SETTLEMENT 
2015-104

RESOLUTION PERMITTING SPECIAL EVENTS
2015-105

RESOLUTION APPOINTING SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS FOR 2015
2015-106

RESOLUTION HONORING AND RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY BY ALL FIRST RESPONDERS AND AUTHORIZING FREE BEACH ADMISSION DURING THE 2015 BEACH SEASON TO ALL ACTIVE FIRST RESPONDERS PURSUANT TO BELMAR BOROUGH ORDINANCE SECTION 18-2.5(i)
2015-107

RESOLUTION HONORING THE MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR ARMED FORCES AND RECOGNIZING THE SACRIFICES BEING MADE BY THEM, AND ALSO BY THEIR FAMILIES, AND PROCLAIMING THE COMMENCEMENT OF “OPERATION: THANK YOU” WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, AND AUTHORIZING FREE BEACH ADMISSION DURING THE 2015 BEACH SEASON TO ALL ACTIVE MILITARY PERSONNEL AND THEIR DEPENDENTS PURSUANT TO BELMAR BOROUGH ORDINANCE SECTION 18-2.5(i) 
2015-108

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE DATES FOR CLOSING THE BEACHFRONT EXCEPT FOR PAYMENT OF CERTAIN FEES TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND RESIDENTS 
OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR FOR 2015
2015-109

RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.4 ET SEQ. CHANGE ORDER NUMBER ONE FOR THE BELMAR MARINA DOCKS REPAIR PROJECT
2015-110

RESOLUTION AWARDING AN AGREEMENT FOR A FARMER’S MARKET MANAGER
2015-111

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS
2015-112

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF SEASONAL RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE TO D’JAIS LLC, T/A D’JAIS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 14, 2015

2015-113

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF SEASONAL RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 1306-34-001-004 TO FUSAL, LLC T/A LA DOLCE VITA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 14, 2015
2015-114

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF SEASONAL RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE TO THE IRISH CURSE, LLC DBA 10TH AVENUE BURRITO LICENSE NO.  1306-34-004-001, FOR THE PERIOD ENDING NOVEMBER 14, 2015
2015-115

RESOLUTION PROPOSING COMPLETE STREETS
2015-116

RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION INSURANCE
Seconded by Council member Keown-Blackburn and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay, Brennan, and Doherty

PAYMENT OF BILLS: certification that the vouchers listed on the warrant register numbering 63502 thru 63623 are as follows and comply with requirements of State Law and Borough Ordinance as to content and form, that proper and sufficient appropriations exist for the payment to be made and that there is legal authority as provided in N.J.S. 40A: 5-17(a)(1) for the payment to be made.
01 General Account


$848,118.27

05 General Capital Account

$109,575.76

11 Water/Sewer Account


$9,180.64

21 Beach Utility Account


$29,330.19

23 Parking Utility Fund


$3,620.43

31 Public Assist I Account

$100.00

41 Dog License Account


$1,542.60

55 Trust Fund Account


$36,197.79

61 Tourism Development Account
$2,675.88

Total




$1,040,341.56

ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2015-16
Second Reading & Public Hearing
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XIX (TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, SECTIONS 19-46

HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES 

Public Hearing: none
Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Council member Magovern and approved unanimously.

Mayor Doherty offered Ordinance 2015-16 for adoption, which was seconded by Council member Keown-Blackburn and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Brennan, Nicolay, and Doherty

ORDINANCE 2015-17

Second Reading & Public Hearing
CALENDAR YEAR 2015 MODEL ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

Public Hearing: none
Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved unanimously.

Mayor Doherty offered Ordinance 2015-17 for adoption, which was seconded by Council member Magovern and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Brennan, Nicolay, and Doherty

ORDINANCE 2015-18
First Reading & Introduction 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR ESTABLISHING AN ENERGY AND NATURAL GAS AGGREGATION PROGRAM
Mayor Doherty offered Ordinance 2015-18 for first reading and introduction, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Brennan, Nicolay, and Doherty

ORDINANCE 2015-19
First Reading & Introduction
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XL (Development Regulations), SECTION 40-7.24 SIGNS OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR

Mayor Doherty offered Ordinance 2015-19 for first reading and introduction, which was seconded by Council member Keown-Blackburn and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Brennan, Nicolay, and Doherty

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-20

First Reading & Introduction

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XIX (TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, SECTIONS 19-46

HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES 

Mayor Doherty offered Ordinance 2015-20 for first reading and introduction, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Brennan, Nicolay, and Doherty

ORDINANCE 2015-21

First Reading & Introduction
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XVII ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY, SECTION 17-7.8 BYOB 

Mayor Doherty offered Ordinance 2015-21 for first reading and introduction, which was seconded by Council member Keown-Blackburn and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Brennan, Nicolay, and Doherty

PUBLIC SESSION:
Claire Deicke, 1017 14th Avenue, thanked the doctors who held Dentistry from the Heart. Thanked the Borough, Ms. Connolly and Mike Campbell for helping with Paint the Town Pink. 
Karen Griffen, 201 Third Avenue, discussed the paving job done on A Street after the pipe from Silver Lake was put in. There is an issue near her building with a water drain that she has been discussing with DPW that needs to be addressed. Offered condolences to Council member Magovern.

Brendan Reed, 100 Ninth Avenue, asked the age of sales of tobacco products be increased to 21. Mayor Doherty suggested we could discuss it at a workshop meeting. 
Sandy Caputo, 1705 Surf Avenue, asked if the energy aggregation ordinance is for electric and gas. Mayor Doherty stated it is but we are only going to work on electric right now. 

Joy DeSanctis, 101 Sixth Avenue, felt the Mayor was being vague regarding the Central Jersey JIF insurance money. She stated she contacted JIF several months ago and was told that they disbursed 80% of the monies to all of the municipalities. She wanted to know if we actually did receive the money. Mayor Doherty stated her questions had already been answered. 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public session and adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Council member Brennan and approved unanimously.

Respectively submitted,
April Claudio

Municipal Clerk

