“GOD BLESS AMERICA”

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 7, 2015
A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Belmar held on the above date at 6:00 PM at the Belmar Municipal Building, 601 Main Street.
PRESENT: 
Mayor Doherty, Councilwoman Keown-Blackburn, Councilman Magovern, Councilwoman Nicolay, Borough Attorney Michael DuPont Esq. and Borough Clerk April Claudio

ABSENT:
Councilman Brennan and Business Administrator Colleen Connolly

The Borough Clerk stated “Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided to The Coast Star, the official newspaper of the Borough of Belmar, and the Asbury Park Press on December 29, 2014 notice of this meeting was prominently posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building and filed with the Clerk of the Borough of Belmar.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE:  Our troops and their families, Robert Jost and Jim Barry
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 
· Employee of the Month: Nancy Murray
PROCLAMATION: 

· Child Abuse Prevention & Awareness Month

PUBLIC BID: 
· Marina Bait Shop
· Thomas Palmisano made the minimum bid of $30,000. There were no other bids. 
WORKSHOP DISCUSSION:

· Julie and Kathy from The Senior Mix, which is an adult day stay business opening across the street from Borough Hall explained their business to everyone. 
· Danielle Kuchar, Monmouth University student, explained she is doing her thesis on emergency management and storm preparedness.  She’s been volunteering with the Red Cross and helped out during Hurricane Sandy. She’s holding an oral workshop at the Library this Saturday where people can come and share their Hurricane Sandy stories. The thesis would look out faults in the town’s plans, preparedness for future storms, tactical ideas etc. Council woman Keown-Blackburn suggested she speak to Frannie Hines who was our emergency management coordinator. When her thesis is published she will share it with the Mayor and Council.

· Mayor Doherty announced that John Maguire has been promoted to Deputy Superintendent of Public Works.
PETITIONS: none
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Council member Magovern offered the minutes of the March 18, 2015 meeting be approved, which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved by the following vote:
AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn and Nicolay

ABSTAIN:
Doherty
REPORTS OF COUNCIL:

Council member Magovern: Annual Arbor Day program is April 27th; events are planned for St. Rose Grammar School and Belmar Elementary School.
Council member Keown-Blackburn: Last Thursday the Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Committee met with County engineers regarding Ocean Avenue and 16th Avenue. They discussed a bicycle lane on Ocean Avenue and suggestions on how to slow down traffic on 16th Avenue. This Saturday is the opening of the Historical Society meeting, Zumbathon, and oral history in the library. April 15th is the senior luncheon. Belmar Woman’s Club is planning a monopoly game to be sold this fall. They will be dedicating a tree at the library and holding a blood drive on April 29th. 
Council member Nicolay: Junior Guard registration is May 6th. Summer Camp registration is underway. St. Rose Grammar School is going to do a dress down day to wear pink for Paint the Town Pink and donate $2 each. Belmar Arts Council has a photography exhibit that is ending this week. Announced upcoming Belmar Elementary School events. The whole month of May will be Paint the Town Pink in support of mammogram education. There will be a health program in May by Meridian Health as well. Businesses can participate too and get a kit to decorate their storefronts in pink. May 24th there will be an event to break the Guinness World Record for Pinky Promise. The goal is to get more than 300 people from end to end to interlock their pinkies. 
Mayor Doherty: No property tax increase in 2015 budget. Gave kudos to Business Administrator Colleen Connolly, Chief of Police, Director Campbell, and all department heads for working with CFO Robbin Kirk to put together the budget. 
PUBLIC SESSION: Public Session on resolutions only on the Agenda. We will continue to have a Public Session at the end of this meeting.
None

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public session, which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA:
All matters listed in the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Borough Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Council member Magovern stated he likes the idea of interlocal agreements but feels the interlocal with Spring Lake penalizes the employee who has been doing payroll for many years. He would like to vote on it separately. He doesn’t feel there is enough cost saving to warrant taking money away from the employee. 

Mayor Doherty stated the savings aren’t significant but there is a savings and feels its worth looking into a way to make something repetitive be done more efficiently.

Council member Magovern stated he would like to look into ways for this employee to make up the hours. 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to pull the resolution off the consent agenda, which was seconded by Council member Magovern and approved unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT:
Mayor Doherty offered the following resolutions for adoption:

2015-88

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS
2015-89

RESOLUTION APPOINTING SPECIAL II POLICE OFFICERS FOR 2015
2015-90

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS TO LEASE A PORTION OF THE SIXTH AVENUE BEACHFRONT FOR A BEACH SPORTS CAMP

2015-91

RESOLUTION ESTABLSHING SALARIES FOR RECREATION CAMP COUNSELORS
2015-92

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BELMAR POLICE DEPARTMENTTO ENTER INTO A JOINT PURCHASING AGREEMENT
2015-93

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CLERK OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR TO ADVERTISE FOR BID AND NOTICE TO BIDDERS FOR FARMER’S MARKET MANAGER
2015-94

RESOLUTION PERMITTING SPECIAL EVENTS
2015-95

RESOLUTION INTRODUCING THE 2015 LOCAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET
2015-96

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF DEVELOPMENT ESCROW
PAYMENT OF BILLS: certification that the vouchers listed on the warrant register numbering 63402 thru 63501 are as follows and comply with requirements of State Law and Borough Ordinance as to content and form, that proper and sufficient appropriations exist for the payment to be made and that there is legal authority as provided in N.J.S. 40A: 5-17(a)(1) for the payment to be made.
01 General Account


$314,953.31

05 General Capital Account

$40,859.25

11 Water/Sewer Account


$70,812.42

21 Beach Utility Account


$15,799.19

25 Beach Capital Account

$962.50

41 Dog License Account


$1,464.00

55 Trust Fund Account


$11,809.43

61 Tourism Development Account
$4,846.04

62  Seafood Festival


$450.00

Total




$461,956.14

Seconded by Council member Magovern and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay and Doherty
Mayor Doherty offered the following resolution for adoption, Res 2015-97, RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR TO ENTER INTO A SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF SPRING LAKE FOR PAYROLL SERVICES, which was seconded by Council member Magovern and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay and Doherty

NAYS:
Magovern
ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 2015-16
First Reading & Introduction
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XIX (TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, SECTIONS 19-46

HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES 

Mayor Doherty offered ordinance 2015-16 for first reading and introduction, which was seconded by Council member Magovern and approved by the following vote:
AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay and Doherty
ORDINANCE 2015-17

First Reading & Introduction 
CALENDAR YEAR 2015 MODEL ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

Mayor Doherty offered ordinance 2015-17 for first reading and introduction, which was seconded by Council member Keown-Blackburn and approved by the following vote:

AYES:

Magovern, Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay and Doherty
ORDINANCE 2015-15

Second Reading & Public Hearing

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XIX, TRAFFIC, SECTION 19-40.1 PARKING METER ZONES AND REGULATIONS, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BELMAR, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY

Public Hearing: Rob Bermbaum, 5 Ocean Avenue 9B, asked if the west side will be metered. Mayor Doherty explained the ordinance on the books already allows for meters to be placed on the west side but tonight they are voting on just increasing the fee for the meters on the east side.

Thomas Volker, 301 Fourth Avenue, stated he thinks it’s a great idea. He hopes a portion of the funds could be put into a parking authority and used to help the parking situation on Main Street, such as a parking garage. 

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Council member Nicolay and approved unanimously.

Mayor Doherty made a motion to adopt ordinance 2015-15, which was seconded by Council member Keown-Blackburn.

Council member Keown-Blackburn stated she hates parking meters and hates to see the fees raised but for every dollar raised elsewhere it helps keep property taxes down.

Council member Magovern stated he doesn’t like doubling the cost of the east side when there are 92 spaces that can be metered on the west side instead. The west side was metered for many years.

Council member Nicolay reiterated what Council member Keown-Blackburn stated. She stated the meters don’t accept change so it can’t be increased in 25 cent or 50 cent increments. Also it would be very costly to add kiosks on the west side. Council member Magovern felt there wouldn’t be a need to add kiosks on the west side; the people can just cross the street to pay. Council member Nicolay stated we have many things to offer at the beach including the lowest beach badge fees along the shore. 

Mayor Doherty stated we have been talking about metered parking for several months. The original plan was to add more parking spaces along the west side of Ocean Avenue, Silver Lake and Schroeder Park but that was met with a lot of negativity. It was suggested by the public to increase the fee instead of adding more spaces. He added that we can change the fee if it doesn’t work. 

AYES:

Keown-Blackburn, Nicolay, Doherty 

NAYS:
Magovern

At approximately 7:00 pm Council member Magovern left the meeting. 

PUBLIC SESSION:
Mike Campbell, Director of DPW, thanked the Mayor and Council for backing up the DPW and for the promotion of John Maguire. Asked everyone to keep Jane Magovern in their prayers.
Mike Seebeck, 110 Second Avenue, asked if the bike lane on Ocean Avenue is being considered for the east or west side. Council member Keown-Blackburn stated they are looking at it for both sides but need to have a formal engineering study done. Mr. Seebeck stated he thinks it will be difficult to have a lane on the east side. 

Katrina Clapsis, 1304 B Street, asked if there is anything in the works for a public safety building on the boardwalk. Mayor Doherty stated the bond ordinance to pay for it was voted down and now we have to figure out another way to pay for it. Ms. Clapsis asked about FEMA money and beach utility money. Mayor Doherty stated the Borough has to bond for the money first and then FEMA would reimburse us and using the beach utility money is being challenged in court and we don’t have a clear decision on that yet. 

David Schneck, 302 C Street, stated there are a lot of bicycle safety issues because of the people on the bicycles not obeying traffic regulations. He suggested there be some education for the bicyclists. 

Council member Keown-Blackburn stated the committee has also been working on an education committee to address that. 

Gene Creamer, Fourth Avenue, stated there are a lot of homes in town that don’t have house numbers on them that are visible from the street. He added that you can get free house numbers from the US Postal Service on their website. 

Joy DeSanctis, 101 Sixth Avenue, asked for clarification on what was just said about the pavilions. Mayor Doherty stated he has been thinking about the pavilions since the bond was voted down. Ms. DeSanctis asked if we could just build the 10th Avenue pavilion and bond for that instead of attaching it to the Taylor Pavilion. Or she suggested building both pavilions within the budget that FEMA would give us. Mayor Doherty stated there was public talk about building both pavilions for $4 million but nobody has presented plans on how to do that. She asked if the pavilions could be redesigned by the Borough engineer to reduce the size and costs. Mayor Doherty stated there would be costs for redesigning the plans. He added it’s more cost effective to build them both at the same time rather than separately.

Mayor Doherty made a motion to close the public session and adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Council member Keown-Blackburn and approved unanimously.
Respectively submitted,
April Claudio

Municipal Clerk

